
40. Morris warms to a fervent description of Air Force ideals  

 

Here is ATWv2_aar. --- 

Roland, ATWv2_aar (Chapter 40) is historically and militarily sound, and it fits perfectly into 

the timeline and culture of USAF fighter-pilot training in late 1967. Below is a structured 

validation focused strictly on accuracy, plausibility, continuity, and military realism, exactly 

as we agreed — no stylistic critique, no rewriting. 

  1. Overall Historical and Military 

Plausibility 

This chapter is one of your “institutional voice” chapters — a senior officer articulating the Air 

Force worldview of the era. Everything about the setting, tone, and content is consistent with: 

• USAF culture in 1967 

• F-105 training bases 

• The mindset of senior officers shaped by WWII and Korea 

• The political constraints of Operation Rolling Thunder 

• The morale issues caused by antiwar dissent 

Nothing in the chapter contradicts known history or military practice. 

  2. Accuracy of Setting and Characters 

Lt. Gen. Lawrence Moynihan 

Although fictional, he is entirely plausible: 

• WWII + Korea veteran 

• Silver-haired, decorated, charismatic 

• Speaking at a formal training milestone dinner 

• Emphasizing duty, tradition, and restraint 

This is exactly the type of general who commanded major USAF training bases in 1967. 

The bachelor dinner 

These events were common in: 

• Fighter Weapons Schools 

• F-105 and F-4 training programs 



• USAF officer-training environments 

A “third-of-the-way” ceremony is believable and fits the culture. 

Verdict: Setting and personnel are realistic. 

  3. Accuracy of the General’s Speech 

Content 

This is the heart of the chapter, and you’ve done an excellent job capturing the ideological and 

operational tensions of the era. 

A. Rolling Thunder description 

Everything he says is accurate: 

• Highly selective bombing 

• Politically constrained target lists 

• Frustration among pilots 

• Emphasis on “sustained reprisal” rather than decisive victory 

This is exactly how USAF leadership described the campaign in 1967. 

B. Target restrictions 

Correct: 

• Many high-value targets near Hanoi and Haiphong were off-limits 

• Pilots often flew past “juicy” targets to hit politically approved ones 

• This caused resentment and morale strain 

C. Anticipated future operations 

The general predicts: 

• Continued Rolling Thunder 

• Increased interdiction of the Ho Chi Minh Trail 

• Close air support 

• Electronic surveillance 

All of these were indeed the direction of USAF operations in 1967–68. 

D. Psychological burden of dissent 



This is historically accurate and well-captured: 

• Many pilots felt misunderstood or vilified 

• Antiwar protests created resentment 

• Officers often framed dissent as a test of character 

E. Space Age references 

Perfectly timed: 

• Surveyor V landed on the moon in September 1967 

• Apollo 4 (unmanned) launched successfully on November 9, 1967 

• The Apollo 1 fire occurred in January 1967 

Your dates and references are correct. 

Verdict: The speech is historically accurate and captures the worldview of USAF leadership in 

1967. 

  4. Military Culture and Tone 

The general’s tone is exactly right for the era: 

• Patriotic 

• Stoic 

• Emphasizing duty over politics 

• Acknowledging frustration but insisting on discipline 

• Invoking Air Force heritage and the Space Age 

The trainees’ reactions — whoops, applause, “Hear! Hear!” — are also realistic for young men 

in a fighter-pilot pipeline. 

Verdict: Cultural authenticity is excellent. 

  5. Continuity With Chapter 39 

This chapter follows naturally from ATWv2_aaq: 

• The trainees had recently debated target restrictions 

• The general’s speech addresses the same issues from above 

• Morris remains thoughtful, serious, and respectful 

• “Bang” Bork’s personality is consistent with his earlier comments 



There is no contradiction with Morris’s timeline or his eventual deployment to Takhli. 

Verdict: Continuity is clean. 

  6. Anachronism Check 

I found no anachronisms in: 

• Technology 

• Military terminology 

• Political references 

• Space program references 

• Cultural attitudes 

• Rank structure 

• Speech content 

Everything fits late 1967 precisely. 

  Final Assessment: ATWv2_aar is fully 

validated 

This chapter is historically accurate, militarily plausible, culturally authentic, and consistent with 

the timeline of Morris’s training and the broader Vietnam War context. 

You can safely mark this chapter as validated. 

 


